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Two Prominent Democratic Elected Officials                     
Announce Retirement  

  Senator Toddy Puller to Retire After 24 Years  

Senator Toddy Puller recently announced that she will retire when she completes 

her current term in the Virginia Senate. She has represented Fairfax County’s south-

ern precinct voters as either a state delegate or senator since 1991. Her retirement 

after 24 years in public office is a great loss to those she represented, not just in 

Fairfax County but also in parts of Prince William County and Northern Stafford    

County. 
 

Senator Puller is well known for her strong support for veterans’ benefits, particularly for those soldiers 

wounded in Vietnam (Virginia Wounded Warriors Program). She has sponsored legislation to simplify 

absentee ballots for overseas military voters and has championed legislation to improve the lives of the 

disabled. Further, Senator Puller succeeded in amending Virginia’s constitution to provide a property tax 

exemption for disabled veterans.                                                                     (continued on page 4) 

  Supervisor Gerry Hyland Retires 
On Saturday, January 31, Mount Vernon District Supervisor Gerry Hyland an-
nounced his retirement when his current term ends in January 2016. He will have 
served for 7 terms.  Commenting on the retirement announcement, Sue Langley, 
Chair of the Fairfax County Democratic Committee, said, “We cannot thank Super-
visor Hyland enough for his service to Mount Vernon and to Fairfax County. His 
achievements over 28 years of public service will be remembered for a much long-
er period of time, and his tireless devotion to the citizens of the Mount Vernon 

District will be difficult to replace.” 

Since becoming Mount Vernon Supervisor in 1988, Gerry Hyland has: 

 Aggressively pursued road improvements and street repairs, earning the nickname “Mr. Pothole” 

 Voted for the funds needed to educate our children and pay for full-day kindergarten 

 Supported tax relief for seniors 

 Started a new farmers market in Lorton 

http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org
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Message from the FCDC 
Chairman Sue Langley   

With the holidays behind us, we 

entered the New Year with a 

very successful fundraiser, the 

2015 Road to Richmond Brunch. 

We heard from our new Con-

gressman Don Beyer, our senior 

Congressman Gerry Connolly, 

Senator Janet Howell, Delegate 

Scott Surovell, and Chairman of 

the Board of Supervisors, Sharon 

Bulova. A sellout crowd filled the 

dining room, and more than 35 

elected officials in attendance 

got some forward looks at what 

to expect from the legislatures 

in Washington and Richmond 

this year. I would like to thank 

the Finance Committee mem-

bers and volunteers, particularly 

Bruce Neilson, Rachel Rifkind, 

and Nadja Golding for taking the 

lead on this successful event. 

On the near horizon is the Blue 

Jeans Ball at NOVA Community 

College on Friday, February 13, a 

celebration of the Democrats 

elected in the 2014 cycle, as well 

as our recent wins and a plan for 

a lucky and victorious 2015. This 

event also gives us a chance to 

let our hair down, do a little 

dancing, and have a good time. 

The event will help us replenish 

the funding we will need going 

forward. Tickets are on sale 

through the website, 

www.fairfaxdemocrats.org.  

As we know, in Virginia, there is 

an election every November. 

There is much work to be done 

in 2015. We have a ballot in No-

vember featuring the constitu-

tional officers, commonwealth's 

attorney, sheriff, and clerk of the 

court. All of our state senators 

and delegates are up for elec-

tion. And the local county gov-

ernment, from supervisors to 

school board to directors of the 

Northern Virginia Soil and Water 

Conservation District, all stand 

for election. Fifty-four different 

positions are on the ballot, and 

more than 80 ballot combina-

tions are possible from this mix.  

FCDC is ready for this gargantu-

an task. At the full committee 

meeting on January 27, we 

elected successors to vacant vice 

chair positions for Finance and 

Precinct Operations. Special 

thanks to Sue Thomas for her 

work in finance, and also to 

Tania Hossain for her work in 

precinct operations.  Chris Am-

brose was elected Vice Chair of 

Finance and Susan Johnson was 

elected Vice Chair for Precinct 

(continued on page  4) 
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It was another busy week at the General Assembly 
and it started out with some great news: Virginia’s 
seasonally adjusted unemployment rate is now 4.8 
percent, the lowest since 2008. This is a positive 
sign as we work to build a new Virginia economy 
that will produce long-term growth.  

Emotions ran high this week as Senate committees 
dealt with many of the most controversial 
measures. We voted on hot-button issues ranging 
from gun safety, abortion rights, discrimination 
against LGBT Virginians, the "King's Dominion" law, 
and medical marijuana for children with acute epi-
lepsy. 

Here is the status of some important legislation:  

Supporting Our Veterans. The funding for the 
Northern Virginia Veterans Care Center project was 
approved by the Senate Finance Committee and 
passed by the full Senate. This bipartisan bill is im-
portant because it will help the men and women 
who have served our country get the care they’ve 
earned. Virginia is home to more than 750,000 vet-
erans, and we owe them the very best.  

Equal Pay for Equal Work. Legislation to increase 
penalties for employers who pay women less than 
their male counterparts for doing the same work 
was defeated along party lines. There is no excuse 
for anyone to be discriminated against in our Com-
monwealth. So far, the General Assembly has op-
posed raising the minimum wage along with equal 
pay protections.  

School Calendars. Several bills aimed at allowing 
local school boards to determine their own calen-
dars failed again. Under the nicknamed "Kings Do-
minion Law", schools cannot open before Labor 
Day unless they get a weather-related waiver.  The 
tourism industry always defeats bills that try to 
reset the school calendar. 

Gun Violence Prevention. Senate Republicans de-
fied logic by voting against background checks, re-
instating the one-handgun-a-month-law, keeping 

guns out of the hands of children under age 4. 
They supported a measure to allow concealed 
weapons on school property. Virginia families de-
serve peace of mind when their children and 
grandchildren are at school.  

During the debate on the gun bills, we consistently 
heard testimony from the National Rifle Associa-
tion (NRA) and Citizens Defense League (CDL) on 
one side and, on the other, the state police, local 
police, Commonwealth's Attorneys, police benevo-
lent societies, victims groups, chiefs of police, 
and—most poignantly—family members of victims 
of gun violence. Needless to say, the NRA and CDL, 
as usual, prevailed.   

Medical. Efforts to repeal the medically unneces-
sary ultrasound procedure prior to an abortion 
failed; so did efforts to remove the 24-hour waiting 
period after the ultrasound procedure. 

Decriminalizing Less than 1 Ounce of Marijuana. 
This week the Senate Courts of Justice Committee 
considered legislation to decriminalize the posses-
sion of less than 1 ounce of marijuana. While pos-
session is a misdemeanor in Washington, once you 
cross the river, you are headed into felony territo-
ry. Many of you have contacted us to voice your 
enthusiasm for this proposal. I am certain that leg-
islation like this will come up again in the General 
Assembly. A bill (SB 1235) to permit the dispensing 
of cannabidiol oil (THC-A oil) used in successfully 
treating intractable epilepsy is still under consider-
ation in the Senate. Such children have dozens, 
sometimes hundreds, of seizures a day, and some 
seizures cause brain damage. Because Virginia 
does not allow use of medical marijuana oils, some 
families are leaving the Commonwealth at great 
personal and professional cost and others are 
probably breaking the law to help their children. 

Visitors to the Capitol. It means a lot when citizens 
from Northern Virginia drive down to Richmond to 
participate in the legislative process. Next week 
promises to be another intense week.  

Report from Richmond: , 
Senator Richard Saslaw (D-35th 
District) and Senator  Janet 

Howell (D– 32nd District) 
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“For more than two decades, 

Sen. Toddy Puller has ably repre-

sented the interests of Northern 

Virginians in the General Assem-

bly. Toddy’s experience, exper-

tise, and commitment to our 

Commonwealth have served us 

well,” said Congressman Gerry 

Connolly. “When Toddy retires 

at the end of 2015, she will leave 

a void in the Senate Democratic 

caucus and the Virginia Senate 

as a whole. Toddy’s wealth of 

knowledge and her long-

standing relationships with her 

fellow senators and delegates, 

and local, state, and federal offi-

cials, will be hard to replace. 

Toddy knows how to make 

things happen in Richmond, and 

while she will be sorely missed 

as a senator I’m confident we 

will continue to get the benefit 

of her guidance in the coming 

years.” 
 

The Fairfax County Democratic 

Committee's role in filling the 

vacancy created by Senator Pull-

er’s retirement is simple: confer 

with the Prince William County 

and Stafford County Democratic 

Committees to agree on a selec-

tion process for the Democratic 

candidate to stand for election 

and retain the vacancy in the 

Virginia Senate. These three 

Democratic Committees must 

decide whether this process will 

involve a caucus run by the com-

mittees or an open primary elec-

tion run by the State Board of 

Elections.  
 

The bench for the 36th Senate 

district is deep, and there is no 

shortage of excellent potential 

successors among current elect-

ed officials. While it is still too 

early to know who may step for-

ward to run for this seat, we will 

do all we can to keep this seat 

blue! And we wish Senator Puller 

the best in retirement. 

Message from the 
FCDC Chairman 
Sue Langley                                              

 (continued from page 2) 

 

Operations. Both have a chal-

lenging year ahead and both 

are well-suited and highly 

qualified for their positions. 

And with these positions 

filled, we have a full team to 

tackle the task of defending 

incumbents' seats and push-

ing for pickup opportunities 

among open seats and more. 

Legislative district chairs have 

been appointed, candidates’ 

petitions to be placed on the 

ballot are circulating, incum-

bents are announcing wheth-

er they will retire or pursue 

another term of office, open 

seats are attracting competi-

tive contests, and statements 

of candidacy are being filed. 

This promises to be an inter-

esting if not exhausting year 

for Democratic activists. We 

can all look forward to a busy 

and exciting year getting 

Democrats elected in 2015.  

You’re invited to the 2015 Blue Jeans Ball! 

Friday, February 13, 2015  8:00 to 11:00 p.m. 

Richard J. Ernst Community Cultural Center 

at Northern VA Community College 

8333 Little River Turnpike 

Annandale, VA  22003 (map) 

Click here to purchase tickets 

Click here to download the flyer 

https://services.myngp.com/ngponlineservices/event.aspx?Y=FrZ0S4jyDpV3F6SlygUNEWuRGmou6SlMiCqJwPgF4Q8VrzF912E55A%3d%3d&at=Admin
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/BJB-2015-flyer.pdf
https://services.myngp.com/ngponlineservices/event.aspx?Y=FrZ0S4jyDpV3F6SlygUNEWuRGmou6SlMiCqJwPgF4Q8VrzF912E55A%3d%3d&at=Admin
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FCDC Member                       
Janet Carver Celebrates   
50 Years of Activism  

When Janet Carver moved to Springfield in the 
1960s, there were 10, not 
11, congressional districts. 
Though she has resided in 
the same Springfield house 
since then, her precinct has 
been represented by Con-
gressmen from the 8th, 
10th, and 11th Districts. She 
has been a ranking Vice 
Chair of the 8th Congres-
sional District Democratic 
Committee and is currently first Vice Chair of the 
11th. Janet, who joined the Fairfax County Demo-
cratic Committee in January 1965, was recognized 
for her 50 years of service to Virginia Democrats 
at the January 27 meeting at Falls Church High 
School. 

In 1965, the County Committee—and, indeed, the 
state Democratic Party—were controlled by the 
Byrd machine. The Commonwealth was in the 
throes of massive resistance to school desegrega-
tion. Despite its exploding population, Fairfax 
County was represented by only one member of 
the House of Delegates. Voters had to pay a poll 
tax, and were given a blank piece of paper on 
which to register to vote, providing they found 
the registrar at home. African-American children 
from all over the county were been bused to Lu-
ther Jackson School on Gallows Road. 

Janet was part of a group calling itself “the insur-
gents,” or the Disloyal Opposition. They met in a 
basement in Vienna prior to Committee meetings 
to plan strategy: who would speak in favor of their 
motions, coordinate their resistance to the Byrd 
machine, recruit more activists to join FCDC and, 
most importantly, develop and campaign for liber-
al candidates for public office. It wasn’t always 
easy going.   Slowly but surely, their progressive 
views became more accepted Democratic theo-
ries, and the Byrd operatives faded into history 
(and the Republican Party). 

Janet volunteered on her first Democratic political 
campaign in 1963, and has been involved in each 
year’s campaigns since then. She has been chair of 
the Springfield Democratic Committee three  
times. [Due to redistricting, today she resides in 
the Braddock District.] She has served in various 
capacities on the FCDC Steering Committee for 26 

years, beginning as chair of the 
Affirmative Action Committee 
(established in the 1970s) and 
as an FCDC and District party 
officer. 

In 1992, Janet was elected to 
attend the Democratic National 
Convention as a delegate for 
Bill Clinton. In 2002 the 8th 
Con-

gressional District Dem-
ocratic Committee gave 
Janet its prestigious 
Eagle Award for 
achievement in civil 
rights and public ser-
vice. The Springfield 
District Democratic 
Committee voted her a 
Life Member. In the 
historic year of 2008 
when Barack Obama was elected President, Ja-
net’s peers in the 11th District elected her to rep-
resent the district in the Electoral College. Not 
since 1964, with the election of Lyndon Johnson 
had Virginia’s electoral votes gone to the Demo-
cratic presidential candidate. Janet was the first 
woman and the first Democrat to cast the 11th 
Congressional District’s electoral vote for presi-
dent. 

“Thanks to all those, past and present, who made 
these years full of promise and hope, despite the 
setbacks.  It’s 
been a rare ad-
venture which 
doesn’t stop," 
said Janet. "Now, 
on to this year’s 
campaigns. . . .” 
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National Affairs Committee 
Fairfax Democrats Endorse Science and  

Adopt Evidence-Based Policies to Fight Climate Change 
By Sandra J. Klassen, Chair 

While the 114th U.S. Congress was 
debating the TransCanada Keystone 
XL Pipeline bill and the majority of 
Republican senators were voting 
against all amendments acknowl-
edging that human activity signifi-
cantly contributes to climate 
change, The Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists pushed the minute hand 
of its Doomsday Clock up two 
minutes, to 11:57 p.m. “The clock is 
a visual metaphor to warn the pub-
lic about how close the world is to a 
potentially civilization-ending catas-
trophe…. Experts on the board said 
they felt a sense of urgency this 
year because of the world's ongoing 
addiction to fossil fuels, procrastina-
tion with enacting laws to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions, and slow 
efforts to get rid of nuclear weap-
ons.” (LiveScience.com). 

Endorsing science, Fairfax Demo-

crats on January 27, adopted a reso-
lution submitted by the National 
Affairs Committee, urging federal 
policymakers to enact policies to 
reduce emissions of greenhouse 
gases that cause global warming 
and increase the frequency and 
severity of extreme weather, and 
commending the support of Senator 
Tim Kaine and Congressmen Gerry 
Connolly and Don Beyer in the fight 
against climate change.  

The resolution notes that man-
made greenhouse gas emissions 
from fossil fuels such as coal, oil, 
and natural gas are the chief cause 
of climate change according to the 
great majority of climate scientists, 
who also agree that climate change 
is accelerating at an unprecedented 
rate. 

Among other evidence-based rec-
ommendations, the resolution calls 

for investment in job-creating re-
newable energy industries, 
measures to boost energy efficien-
cy, rejection of new fossil fuel pro-
jects, and the elimination of tax 
loopholes and subsidies for oil, coal, 
gas, and other extractive industries.  

The resolution stresses that,        
“[T]hese measures are a good start, 
but they are not enough to fight the 
dire social, economic, and health 
consequences of climate change. 
Climate change champions are 
needed in Congress to help protect 
these measures from continued 
attack by industry and climate 
change deniers . . . and to pass legis-
lation to implement additional 
measures that will accelerate our 
transition from fossil fuels to renew-
able energy solutions.”  

 

Supervisor Gerry Hyland Retires                                           

 (continued from page 1) 

 Insisted we expand rather 
than close Mount Vernon 
Hospital  

 Fought for increased police 
presence in our communities 
and schools 

 Increased police patrols in 
the Richmond Highway corri-
dor, significantly reducing 
the Mount Vernon crime 
rate 

 Created one of Fairfax Coun-
ty’s first dog parks 

 Supported the creation of 

the Lorton Arts Center and 
Foundation 

 Supported expanding trails 
in Mount Vernon and the 
county 

 Created a park and golf 
course in the Lorton commu-
nity 

 Maintained a close relation-
ship with the Fort Belvoir 
Garrison Command to en-
sure community engage-
ment with the base—a rela-
tionship that proved critical 

during the recent Base Rea-
lignment and Closure expan-
sion 

 And, most recently, winning 
the fight to close the Lorton 
landfill. 

Supervisor Hyland’s retirement 
results in another open seat on 
the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors for this fall's election. 
Fairfax Democrats will aggres-
sively fight to hold this seat and 
to take the Sully District seat that 
has opened with the retirement 
of Supervisor Michael Frey.  

LiveScience.com
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/FCDCrezClimateChangeRatified1-27-15.pdf
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/FCDCrezClimateChangeRatified1-27-15.pdf
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/FCDCrezClimateChangeRatified1-27-15.pdf
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/FCDCrezClimateChangeRatified1-27-15.pdf
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/FCDCrezClimateChangeRatified1-27-15.pdf
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Vice-Chair, South Regional Report — Matt Bell 

 At Tuesday’s general FCDC 
meeting, I urged FCDC to relo-
cate our next headquarters near 
public transit, in particular near 
Metro. Between now and the 
end of the new 10-year lease, 
Democrats in Virginia will live 
through three presidential cy-
cles. Where our new headquar-
ters is located affects the future 
of our committee and the party. 
We are the "big tent" party. We 
should make every effort to have 
the most transportation-
accessible location. I strongly 
urge our chair to look for office 
space near public transit for our 
new headquarters. 

The Springfield Democrats head-
ed to Richmond in January to 

meet and lobby the general as-
sembly. The Springfield Demo-
crats thank Delegate Eileen Filler
-Corn for introducing them from 
the floor and Senator Dave 
Marsden for hosting them.  

The Lee Democrats held a volun-
teer appreciation and 2015 kick-
off celebration in January.  It was 
very well attended with appear-
ances by retiring State Senator 
Toddy Puller, Sheriff Stacey Kin-
caid, State Senator Adam Ebbin, 
State Senator George Barker, 
Delegate Mark Sickles, and Dele-
gate Scott Surovell.   

Interested in presidential pho-
tography? The Springfield and 
Mount Vernon District Demo-
cratic Committees are meeting 
together on Tuesday, February 
17 at 7:00 pm in the cafeteria of 
South County High School.  Their 
special guest for the evening will 
be Dennis Brack, a renowned 
photographer who has photo-
graphed presidents from JFK to 
Barack Obama. In 2012, he re-
ceived the White House News 
Photographers Association Life-

time Achievement Award and 
was honored at the White House 
News Photographers Association 
'Eyes of History' Gala. 

Can’t make it to New Orleans 
this year for Mardi Gras? Don’t 
miss the biggest FCDC party of 
the year – the Mount Vernon 
Democrats’ Mardi Gras! The 
event will take place on Satur-
day, February 21 from 8:00- 
11:00 pm at Don Beyer Volvo off 
Route 1. 

Lastly, I would like to take a mo-
ment to thank two legendry 
elected officials for their service 
to the Fairfax County community
–Toddy Puller and Gerry Hyland.  
Toddy Puller announced her re-
tirement from the Virginia State 
Senate last month and before 
hundreds of people last Saturday 
at Mount Vernon High School, 
Gerry Hyland informed the com-
munity that he will not seek re-
election. Gerry has served on the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors for 28 years.   

Unsung Heroes: To Be Recognized 
FCDC is a volunteer organization 
and the local political arm of the 
Democratic National Committee 
(DNC) and the Democratic Party 
of Virginia (DPVA). Virginia holds 
elections every year, and every 
year we register new voters, 
chase absentee voters, organize 
neighborhoods, protect peoples’ 
right to vote, talk to Democratic 
voters at their doors, host house 
parties, help to elect Democrats, 

get people out to vote, work on 
Democratic issues, cover the 
polls on Election Day, keep the 
FCDC office running day after day 
and year after year . . . and the 
list goes on. 
 
FCDC has one full-time employee, 
Executive Director Frank Ander-
son. The rest of its worker bees 
are volunteers. We cannot do 
what we do without these volun-

teers; they are our unsung he-
roes. A program to recognize our 
unsung heroes is under develop-
ment,  and will be announced 
soon. We plan to recognize at 
least some of our Unsung Heroes 
this spring, and we hope to make 
this a program to recognize Un-
sung Heroes on an ongoing basis. 
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Reflections of Visits to the 2015 General Assembly:  
Proud To Be A Democrat 

John Wittman, Springfield District 

Co-Vice Chair Precinct Operations 

Each of us has an interest in the 

political system:  usually electing 

Democrats.  The complementing 

point to winning an election is to 

also understand and perhaps partici-

pate in the governing process.  Our 

visit to Richmond was an opportuni-

ty to see issues in context and the 

history and procedure of our Com-

monwealth’s legislative system.   

Although only in the Capitol for a 

few hours, we observed committee 

action addressing immigration, spe-

cifically, regarding Republican pro-

posed legislation to prohibit young 

college age “DREAMers” from re-

ceiving in-state tuition.  We learned 

that anyone may testify before the 

committee, relate a relevant person-

al experience, or state facts to the 

legislators.  Later, we attended a 

Senate Finance Committee 

(Education Subcommittee) where 

the state superintendent of schools 

and his staff presented the Educa-

tion Department budget and ad-

dressed state wide education issues: 

free and reduced meals, ESOL teach-

ing, SOL testing results, and teacher 

workload. 

We were proud when Delegate Ei-

leen Filler-Corn introduced us to the 

delegates assembled in the House  

and we received  applause from the 

Democratic delegates in the room! 

I appreciated the work our senators 

and delegates do when Senators 

Barker and Marsden and Delegate 

Filler-Corn separately met with us to 

answer our questions and give their 

expectations for this legislative ses-

sion.  We thank our legislators for 

their time and for arranging a top 

notch tour of the Capitol building. 

While exploring independently, we 

met the House sergeant of arms 

who was storing the House of Dele-

gates gold mace in its case in the 

Old House of Delegates meeting 

room.  (He is also responsible for 

the forty or so high school-aged 

pages that serve the House of Dele-

gates.”   

Annette Koklauner, Springfield Dis-

trict Secretary 

It’s always thrilling to visit Mr. 

Jefferson’s beautiful building.  De-

spite the busyness and bustle of the 

place, the architecture creates a 

feeling of serenity.  When I look at 

his statue, it feels as if Mr. Jefferson 

is here and watching over it all. It’s 

exciting to watch the lawmaking 

process in action.  We visited the 

Senate Education and Health and 

Senate Finance Committees where 

bills were discussed and debated, 

and citizens spoke for or against 

bills.  Bills were voted on, killed, or 

referred to other committees or the 

full Senate.  Some may rail against 

our government and want to drown 

it in a bathtub, but I was struck by 

the remarkable achievement our 

system of government -- open to all 

where everyone can observe, partic-

ipate, and have their say. 

I found the General Assembly to be 

a very welcoming place. We met 

with our Democratic elected offi-

cials, Delegate Eileen Filler-Corn and 

Senator Dave Marsden who took 

time from their busy schedules to 

meet with us, hear our concerns, 

and answer questions about bills 

they are introducing.   This was par-

ticularly satisfying for me because 

my first political experience was 

calling and canvassing for their spe-

cial elections five years ago and it 

was gratifying to see them in action. 

Our Democratic elected officials are 

introducing bills to raise the mini-

mum wage, close the gun show 

loophole, make child home day care 

safer, and make sure that campus 

assaults are quickly reported to 

commonwealth attorneys,  along 

with many other bills designed to 

improve the quality of life in Virgin-

ia.   

What I observed in Richmond made 

me proud of our Democratic elected 

officials. They are doing what we 

sent them here to do, working to 

uphold our Democratic values.   

For example, SB 722, introduced in 

the Senate Education and Health 

Committee, would have made Vir-

ginia’s “DACA” students (Deferred 

Action for Childhood Arrivals) under 

the DREAM Act ineligible for Virginia 

domicile and for in-state tuition 

charges at public institutions of 

higher education in the Common-

wealth.  There were DREAMers who 

spoke movingly against it.  All of the 

Democrats on the Committee voted 

against it.  Unfortunately, the Re-

publican majority passed it, but the 

bill was later defeated in the full 

Senate. 

As Mr. Jefferson said “We in Ameri-

ca do not have government by the 

majority. We have government by 

the majority who participate.”  I 

encourage every citizen of the Com-

monwealth to visit the General As-

sembly. 
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Visiting the 2015 General Assembly 


