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Inside Washington: Senator 
Mark Warner and Repre-
sentative Gerry Connolly 

(VA-11th)   

Governing During an Election Year 

Senator Mark Warner and Representative Gerry Connolly (VA-11th) are no strangers to governing while 
also campaigning for office.  The political veterans are doing an admirable job of representing the com-
monwealth in the Senate and 11th Congressional House of Representatives district.  

Senator Mark Warner joined Senator Tim Kaine and hundreds of stakeholders urging the U.S. Depart-

ment of Transportation (DOT) to move forward with the rulemaking process to improve the safety of oil 
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Message from the FCDC Chairman              
Sue Langley   

Final Push to 2014 Election Day 
As Committee members, we work all year to prepare for Election Day. We are 
heading down the final stretch to Election Day.  November 4 is significant for 

all of us eager to re-elect Senator Mark Warner and Congressman Gerry Connolly and  for a Congres-
sional clean sweep in Fairfax County to elect John Foust and Don Beyer.  
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Vote Now!  

Early In-Person Absentee Voting 

Early in-person absentee voting started on September 19 at the Fairfax County Government Center.  If 
you have a few hours to help out, please sign up to hand out sample ballots at the government center: 
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4daeab23a3fa7-hand. 

The early in-person absentee voting at Fairfax County satellite locations started on September 27. Satel-
lite locations are open only on Saturdays until Monday, October 14. Then weekdays from October 14 
until October 31 the satellite locations will be open from 3:30 pm to 7:00 pm. Please contact your FCDC 
magisterial district chairs to volunteer.                        

http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c4daeab23a3fa7-hand
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trains and protect Virginians from 

disastrous accidents.  They want to 

prevent another derailment like the 

one on April 30 when a train carry-

ing crude oil derailed in Lynchburg 

along the James River, resulting in a 

downtown area fire and the release 

of approximately 20,000 gallons of 

crude that leaked into the James 

River 

The senators strongly support DOT’s 

proposed codification of the emer-

gency order  requiring trains carry-

ing one million gallons or more of 

crude oil to notify affected states 

about their travel routes. They also 

ask that DOT extend those notifica-

tion requirements to trains contain-

ing other highly flammable and dan-

gerous substances such as ethanol 

and chlorine. 

The senators also urge DOT to work 

with stakeholders to develop a se-

cure online portal to give local first 

responders and official emergency 

personnel direct access to real-time 

data on crude oil shipments. Addi-

tionally, in response to DOT’s re-

quest for input regarding tank car 

design and safety standards, the 

senators urge that stronger tank car 

safety standards be put in place and 

that older tank cars more prone to 

puncture be retrofitted or phased 

out. 

Representative Gerry Connolly who 

sits on the House Committee on 

Oversight and Government Reform 

expressed serious concerns about 

the Secret Service’s ability to pro-

tect the First Family following the 

latest White House security breach, 

and subsequent security breakdown 

revelations. At the White House Pe-

rimeter Breach hearing he stated, 

“A full, transparent accounting of 

how one of the world’s premier law 

enforcement agencies fell into sys-

temic disarray is required to accu-

rately identify the long-term reforms 

that will be necessary ….  Beyond 

immediate corrective actions, such 

as locking entrances to the White 

House and ensuring communica-

tions equipment properly functions, 

Congress must work with the cur-

rent Administration to authorize and 

implement transformative reforms. 

Every option must be analyzed and 

considered, from mundane improve-

ments to policy and procedure, to 

more fundamental modifications of 

the agency’s statutory mission, 

structure, and personnel practices.” 

In a recent WAMU radio report, 

Representative Connolly stated, “the 

time has come to look at major re-

forms with the Secret Service to 

strengthen their mission and to en-

sure 100 percent success."  

Whether it is protecting citizens and 

the environment from rail derail-

ment disasters or pushing to ensure 

agency reforms in the U.S. Secret 

Service,  Senator Mark Warner and 

Representative Gerry Connolly are 

fighting to make our common-

wealth and our country a more se-

cure and safe environment for all.    

mailto:thedemocrat@fairfaxdemocrats.org
mailto:thedemocrat@fairfaxdemocrats.org
mailto:thedemocrat@fairfaxdemocrats.org
mailto:thedemocrat@fairfaxdemocrats.org
mailto:thedemocrat@fairfaxdemocrats.org
mailto:thedemocrat@fairfaxdemocrats.org
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org
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The Richmond Report :  
State Senator, Chap Petersen  
(VA- 34th District) 

 

 

The Failure of Ethics      
Reform in Virginia (So Far) 

This summer a Federal jury con-
victed our former Governor Bob 
McDonnell of eleven counts of 
corruption and other violations of 
Federal law.  For those of us who 
knew the governor as a colleague 
and friend (despite opposing po-
litical views) it was a tough mo-
ment.  It was also a tough mo-
ment that should cause us to re-
examine our political culture in 
Virginia. 

I’m proud to be a Virginian.  I al-
ways will be.  Serving in the Gen-
eral Assembly gives me a chance 
to exhibit that pride – and I’m 
grateful for the chance. 

The biggest concern I have is that 
money plays too great a role in 
state policy, in terms of both po-
litical contributions and gifts to 
lawmakers.  Without accountabil-

ity or reasonable limits, the integ-
rity of the democratic system is 
challenged.   

Last year, I proposed a compre-
hensive reform package to bring 
more transparency and stricter 
limits to our political system, 
while installing an ethics commis-
sion with actual power.  Unfortu-
nately, my bills were largely de-
feated or repackaged into other 
bills.  The resulting “reform” 
package did very little.   

This year, I plan to re-file legisla-
tion with a simpler goal: simply 
banning gifts to lawmakers that 
are over $100 in value.  These 
gifts can take many forms, includ-
ing free travel and personal ser-
vices.  The bottom line is they 
should be controlled or eliminat-
ed where they are given with the 
intent of influencing public policy.   

I will also submit my annual bill 
that seeks to limit “super-size” 
campaign contributions, i.e. those 
contributions totaling over 
$20,000 per donor per election.  

In my opinion, these types of con-
tributions make a candidate too 
beholden to a particular donor – 
and that can be a dangerous 
precedent, as we have seen prov-
en.   

Money is unavoidable in politics 
on both sides of the aisle.  With-
out contributions, I couldn’t 
afford to communicate with my 
constituents or show my support 
of our democratic values.  It be-
comes most problematic when 
the money is hidden – and voters 
no longer are aware of who is 
contributing (and how much) to a 
politician’s campaign or to his 
family’s standard of living. That is 
not what democracy is about.      

In 2015, it’s imperative that the 
General Assembly put actual lim-
its on gifts and contributions, ra-
ther than simply relying on the 
“self-reporting” rules that do not 
promote campaign finance re-
form.  That’s what our constitu-
ents deserve.  

Message from the FCDC Chairman Sue Langley   

 (continued from page 1) 

We need all hands on deck if we 
are going to pull together and 
score a sweeping victory on No-
vember 4.  Committee members 
and their volunteers need to can-
vass, phone bank, and recruit vol-
unteers for those activities and 
for Election Day coverage.   

Each magisterial district com-
mittee, in coordination with the 
Precinct Operations Committee 
and the Election Law and Voter 
Protection Committee, is con-
ducting Election Day training.  The 
scheduling of inside poll watch-
ers and Election Day volunteers 

outside the polls is essential for a 
successful Election Day operation.  
This is particularly the case this 
year as Virginia has, once again, 
changed the rules for  identifica-
tion at the polls.  All Election Day 

(Continued on page 4 
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Message from the 

FCDC Chairman Sue 

Langley   

 (continued from page 3) 

for a successful Election Day operation.  

This is particularly the case this year as 

Virginia has, once again, changed the 

rules for  identification at the polls.  All 

Election Day volunteers (both inside 

and outside the polls) have a role to 

play and should attend training. 

Some polls will be covered inside by 

the Coordinated Campaign and pre-

cinct captains will be notified of these 

precincts. For now, assume that your 

poll will need coverage inside and out. 

We need to send all four Democratic 

candidates to Congress and we will do 

all we can from now to Election Day.  

The effort to score a Democratic win in 

the 10th Congressional District has 

been a 34-year endeavor.  With no 

incumbent to challenge this year, our 

priority is electing John Foust.  I en-

courage all FCDC members who do not 

reside in the 10th District to, once your 

precinct is in order, to spend some 

time helping John Foust. 

Identifying and assisting voters who 

lack valid photo ID is also a priority this 

year. We continue to work to ensure 

that no one’s right to vote is preempt-

ed by partisan rules about photo ID.  

Protecting everyone’s right to vote has 

always been a core Democratic value. 

Check with your magisterial district 

chair to get a list of the Democrats in 

your precinct who may need help 

getting a photo ID. 

In addition to covering the polls during 

early (in-person absentee) voting and 

on Election Day, please check with our 

campaign field offices and find out how 

you can help them with the push to the 

finish line.  

 

Working on the             
2015 Fairfax County      
Legislative Package  

When it comes to providing the 
basic services that County resi-
dents rely on, Fairfax County gov-
ernment is ground zero.  Because 
Virginia is a Dillon Rule state, 
many of those basic services de-
pend on funding from the Virginia 
General Assembly (especially K-12 
education and human services), 
and we are fortunate that our 
Northern Virginia delegation is 
heavily Democratic.  

Through the Legislative Com-
mittee that I chair, our County 
Board works with the delegation 
to monitor General Assembly bills 
and propose legislation that 
affects us. We adopt a legislative 
package every December that we 
then send to Richmond. You can 
always count on its including our 
bedrock principles:  the Common-
wealth must fully fund K-12 edu-
cation, respect our land use and 
taxing authority, and give us our 
fair share of statewide revenues 
(for example, from last year’s 
landmark transportation bill).  

This year, you’ll be able to read 
our draft document on November 
13 (as part of the County Board 
meeting package) and we’ll adopt 
it at the December 2 Board 
meeting following a public hear-
ing that same morning  

Our legislators handle an enor-
mous number of bills during the 
short time that the General As-
sembly is in session, and County 
legislative staff are kept hopping. 
To give you an idea of the volume 
that County staff handle: last 
year, county legislative staff re-
viewed 2,876 bills and resolu-
tions, separating those bills that 
affected the County from the 
hundreds of other measures not 
pertinent to local government.  
They referred 1,613 bills for re-
view by County operational and 
legal staff. Our County Board took 
positions on 197 bills this year (up 
from 148 last year).  We were 
originally opposed to or worked 
to amend 84 bills; at the end of 
the session, only 13 bills re-
mained in that category.  

In the 2015 General Assembly 
session, we expect state under-
funding of core services will con-
tinue to be a significant issue for 
us, particularly in the area of K-12 
education, where state per-pupil 
funding remains below the FY 
2009 level.  (Major K-12 funding 
policy changes adopted by the 
General Assembly since the 2008 
session have cut approximately 
$1.7 billion per biennium from K-
12 education.)  Fortunately, our 
Democratic legislators under-
stand the value of education and 
human services, and fight hard to 
keep us whole. 
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Update: FCDC Joint Campaign 2014 --                                    
Matt Bell, Regional Vice-Chair, South  

Voting is the cornerstone of our 

democracy; sadly too few people 

vote especially in non-

presidential election year. The 

members of FCDC can work to 

make a difference and encourage 

others to get out and vote.  As 

Democrats, we must educate our 

community in how easy and con-

venient the voting process is, en-

courage our family, friends, 

neighbors, and community to 

cast their vote in the 2014 elec-

tions and actively participate in 

the voting process ourselves.  We 

must never take for granted our 

country’s democracy.   To help us 

educate, encourage and actively 

participate, Janice Yohai, Ken 

Sharma, and the FCDC Voter Reg-

istration team created a detailed 

booklet entitled, Northern Virgin-

ia Voter’s Guide to assist mem-

bers of FCDC in illustrating the 

different voting opportunities 

and the ease with which one can 

vote. This is a must read and 

share with all Democrats. Down-

load and share the Northern Vir-

ginia Voter’s Guide with others. 

The guide addresses,  

 How a person registers to 

vote, verifies and/or updates 

his/her voter registration,  

 What voters should bring 

with them when they vote 

this year,  

 How and where does a per-

son vote early,  

 What new regulations will 

affect  being able to vote in 

2014, 

 The best way college stu-

dents can vote, and 

 How voting is made easier 

for disabled voters. 

The guide is packed with specific 

and relevant information.  

Did you know that curbside 

voting is also available for voters 

who are not physically disabled 

voters?   Find out more on page 6 

of the Northern Virginia Voter’s 

Guide. 

 

 

The Ease of Voting Explained in the 2014 Voter’s Guide 

The Absentee Program 

The student voter piece was 
mailed out in early August. This 
year, instead of a graphic de-
signed flyer, we mailed a form 
letter. Studies have shown that a 
non-partisan form letter design 
has a higher open rate. 

The Absentee Chase letter was 
signed this year by Governor 
McAuliffe and highlights Senator 
Warner and our other candi-
dates by Congressional District. It 
is projected that 10,000 to 
12,000 Absentee Chase pieces 
will be mailed this election cycle. 

Thank you to Rick and Burma 

Bochner and their team for all 
the hard work with the absentee 
program. 

Back- to- School Nights 

Back-to-School Night (BTSN) cov-
erage is now completed. A spe-
cial thank you to Bryan Graham 
for designing our 2014 BTSN 
piece, it was very much appreci-
ated.   

Sample Ballots 

A special thanks to FCDC mem-
ber John Dwyer for printing our 
early in-person absentee sample 
ballots.  

 

 

Above Picture: Sharyn Craw-

ford and Tom Johnson handing 

out  sample ballots and cam-

paign literature.   

http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/voterinfo/2014-northern-virginia-voters-guide/
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/voterinfo/2014-northern-virginia-voters-guide/
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/voterinfo/2014-northern-virginia-voters-guide/
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/voterinfo/2014-northern-virginia-voters-guide/
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National Affairs Committee 
Climate Change a “Catalyst for Conflict”- Sandra J. Klassen, Chair  
Climate change is having real con-

sequences now.  The Pentagon’s 

Quadrennial Defense Review this 

past March called climate change 

a “catalyst for conflict.” The docu-

ment draws a direct link between 

the effects of global warming and 

terrorism: “These effects are 

threat multipliers that will aggra-

vate stressors abroad, such as 

poverty, environmental degrada-

tion, political instability, and so-

cial tensions—conditions that can 

enable terrorist activity and other 

forms of violence.” 

The CNA Corporation Military Ad-

visory Board, a government-

funded military research organi-

zation, in its 2014 report likewise 

concluded that the accelerating 

rate of climate change poses a 

severe risk to national security 

and acts as a catalyst for global 

political conflict. 

And the consensus science by the 

UN Intergovernmental Panel on 

Climate Change (IPCC) found that 

climate change is already destabi-

lizing nations and leading to wars. 

IPCC’s most recent report, agreed 

to by scientists and political rep-

resentatives from over 110 gov-

ernments, has scientifically linked 

climate change with the destabili-

zation of nation states. It hits the 

poor hardest, increases the divide 

between haves and have-nots, 

drives up food prices, and gener-

ates mega catastrophes, creating 

refugees and stressing the capa-

bility of governments.  The panel 

also found adverse effects of cli-

mate change on food crops, wa-

ter supplies, human health and 

global species loss. 

IPCC concluded that climate 

change could pose an irreversible, 

existential risk to civilization as 

we know it unless we work to-

gether to fix it now. 

To advance this fix, 400,000 peo-

ple, including 100 world leaders, 

gathered in New York City on Sep-

tember 21 for the largest climate 

march in history, and 166 coun-

tries joined in solidarity events 

demanding action to end the cli-

mate crisis. 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-

moon invited world leaders to 

Climate Summit 2014 on Septem-

ber 23 to galvanize and catalyze 

climate action.  He asked these 

leaders to “bring bold announce-

ments and actions to the Summit 

that would reduce emissions, 

strengthen climate resilience, and 

mobilize political will for a mean-

ingful legal agreement in 2015.” 

President Obama told the Summit 

audience, “The United States of 

America is stepping up to the 

plate.  We recognize our role in 

creating this problem; we em-

brace our responsibility to com-

bat it.  We will do our part, and 

we will help developing nations 

do theirs.  But we can only suc-

ceed in combating climate change 

if we are joined in this effort by 

every nation—developed and de-

veloping alike.  Nobody gets a 

pass.” 

Book of the Month  Contributed by the National Affairs Committee 
This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the Climate  by Naomi Klein  
Either we embrace radical change 

ourselves or radical changes will be 

visited upon our physical world, con-

tends the author as she explains why 

the climate crisis challenges us to 

abandon the core “free market” ide-

ology of our time, restructure the 

global economy, and remake our 

political systems.  Naomi Klein ar-

gues that climate change is an alarm 

that calls us to fix an economic sys-

tem that is already failing us in many 

ways. Klein builds the case for how 

massively reducing our greenhouse 

emissions is our best chance to sim-

ultaneously reduce gaping inequali-

ties, re-imagine our broken democra-

cies, and rebuild our gutted local 

economies. 

Her key point: capitalism is unable to 

redress climate change because of its 

dependence on fossil fuels and need 

for continuous growth.   

Klein reasons that the changes to our 

relationship with nature and one 

another that are required to hu-

manely respond to the climate crisis  

should be viewed as a catalyst to 

transform broken economic and cul-

tural priorities. And she documents 

movements that have already begun 

this process: communities that are 

refusing to be sites of further fossil 

fuel extraction and are building the 

next, regeneration-based economies. 
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FCDC Diversity Committee—Nelly Samaniego, Chair 

One of the challenges that the 
minority community is facing is 
a lack of civic engagement. The 
Diversity Committee is focused 
on this problem and doing its 
best to address it by increasing 
participation and involvement 
in the minority community. 

Minority groups know the im-
portance of their voices and 
votes but not how powerful 
they are. This is why the FCDC 
Diversity committee's role is to 
inform and educate. Our main 
goals are outreach and regis-
tration.  

The Diversity Committee has 
been quite active this year.  All 
seven of the 8th District candi-
dates spoke at the Taste of 
Diversity reception on June 1 

that featured wonderful food 
from Bolivia, Peru, Trinidad, 
China, Japan, Vietnam, Afghan-
istan, India, Pakistan, Mexico, 
Indonesia, Iran, Lebanon, and 
Ireland. Be sure not to miss the 
2015 Taste of Diversity.   

We participated in the Fairfax 
Parade on July 4, the Salvadori-
an Fair on July 12 at Mason 
District Park, and the Adams 
Center 7th Annual Interfaith 
Iftar on the evening of July 13.   

We also participated in so 
many festivals!  The Diversity 
Committee sponsored booths 

at the Bolivian Festival on Au-
gust 3, VietFest on August 16-
17 at the Lorton Workhouse, 
the Korean KORUS Festival on 
September 20-21 at Bull Run 
Park, the Vietnamese Autumn 
Moon Festival at Eden Center 
in Falls Church, and the Arab 
Festival on September 27 at 
Bull Run Park in Centerville. 

We handed out balloons, cam-
paign stickers, campaign litera-
ture, and sample ballots in 
different languages, voter in-

formation, and we registered 
voters, all while enjoying the 
festival food and entertain-
ment.  

We worked for all the cam-
paigns in Northern Virginia: 

Mark Warner for Senate, Gerry 
Connolly for Congress, John 
Foust for Congress, and Don 
Beyer for Congress.    We also 
organized a phone bank on 
August 4 at the Mason District 
Governmental Center for the 
Mark Warner Victory Cam-
paign and John Foust for Con-

gress campaign. Candidate 
John Faust joined us that night 
and a food reception was 
offered for the 45 volunteers. 

The Diversity Committee as-
sisted Rose Chu (Vice Chair of 
Outreach) to produce a six-
language Democratic voters' 
guide (English, Spanish, Viet-
namese, Korean, Chinese, and 
Arabic) that will be distributed 
at festivals, in person absentee 
voting, by the campaigns for 
canvassing, and on Election 
Day. 

Please save the day--on Friday 
October 17, we are celebrating 
Hispanic Heritage Month and I 
hope you can join us.  

My deepest thanks to the Di-
versity Committee members 
and friends for all of your com-
mitment, dedication, and par-
ticipation; you really make a 
difference. 
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A Special Campaign Report: Push to the End 

Campaign Field Offices 
 

Mark Warner for U.S. Senate 

2034 Eisenhower Ave. Suite 222 

Alexandria, VA 22314 (map) 

(703) 636-7614 
 

Gerry Connolly for Congress (11th District)  

11200 Lee Highway STE C-2 

Fairfax, VA 22030 (map) (703) 375-9374 
 

Foust for Congress (10th District)  

6888 Elm St. Suite 1C 

McLean, VA 22101 (map) 

(703) 942-8786 
 

Don Beyer for Congress (8th District)  

5834-D N. Kings Highway 

Alexandria, VA 22303 (map) 

(571) 882-9568 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Contact the office of the candidate of your choice, 
or drop in to volunteer. 

FCDC Phone Banks—Mark Warner and other candi-
dates 

FCDC HQ (2815 Hartland Rd, Suite 110, Falls 
Church) 

Every Tuesday and Thursday from 5-8pm  

Phone Banks for Foust—Centreville location, 5936 
Centreville Crest Ln, Centreville, (map), Tuesday, 
Wed. , and Thur., 6-8pm 

Contact:  Ryan O'Leary, FCDC Red to Blue Field Or-
ganizer for Central Sully 
at  ryan@fairfaxdemocrats.org or (781) 974-3614. 

Foust for Congress Office:  

Mclean Location: 6888 Elm St. Suite 1C, McLean, 
VA 22101 (map). Contact: Devan Kerley, FCDC Red 
to Blue Field Organizer for Draneville District at 
devan@fairfaxdemocrats.org or (703) 300-0345. 

McLean Phonebanks  held at 6888 Elm St, McLean 

Tuesday Evening 5-8 pm 

Wednesday Afternoon 2-5 pm  and Wednes-
day Evening 5-8 pm 

Thursday Afternoon 2-5 pm and  Thursday Even-
ing 5-8 pm 

Saturday Afternoon 4-6 pm 

Get-Out-the-Vote Canvassing—Contact campaigns 
for details Oct. 11-12; Oct 18-19; Nov. 1-4 

 

 

 

 

Do not forget to contact your magisterial chair 

for local committee activities including staffing 

satellite polling locations, magisterial phone 

banks and canvassing, election day coverage 

and more.  As the democratic House Majority 

Leader Tip O’Neill once said, “All politics is lo-

cal.”  
 

Local committees need your help. Visit here for 

the name and contact for your Fairfax County  

magisterial chair. One district magisterial 

chair’s saying,  “no excuses now, no apologies 

later,” is something we all should remember 

this election year.  Volunteer today! 

http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/about/contact/
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/about/contact/
http://www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/about/contact/

