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Message from Sue Langl ey,   
Chairman of the Fairfax County Democratic Committee 
 
With Memorial Day behind us, and community pools open for the season, we enter summer 

with tremendous options to activate Democratic energy for the primary election, and then 
again this fall.  When we succeed this fall, we will elect Democrats to fill the three statewide 

offices of Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Attorney General, to replace those we elected 
in 2013. 
 

Our success depends on volunteers. Concerned and active Democrats just like you fuel that 
success. Volunteers spend hours talking to neighbors, making phone calls, stuffing 

envelopes, and entering data. We command and support better voter databases than our 
adversaries, an edge which offsets their dark money advantages. 

 

If you attended a Congressional District Convention this spring, when you checked in, volunteers were the first people you 

encountered.  Volunteers counted the ballots, and it was a volunteer Temporary Chair who announced the results.  Some 
incumbents were re-elected; some new members joined the committees.  The reorganized committees will attend their first State 

Central Committee meeting on June 17th in Richmond.  The committee members will vigorously support our 8th, 10th and 11th 
District Congressional candidates in the 2018 election cycle next year. 
 

Two events, six days apart, capped a spring season with volunteers staffing each event. First was the NOVA Summit, a full day 
workshop with 450 Democrats from all over Virginia, namely Fairfax, Arlington, Falls Church, Prince William, Loudoun, and 

Alexandria, but also from Roanoke, Richmond, Tidewater, and assorted other jurisdictions including Fredericksburg, Frederick 
County, Clarke County and Fauquier. 
 

Congressman Don Beyer kicked off the morning with an inspiring speech, followed by Committee Chairs, political professionals, 
and Democratic activists holding panel discussions and workshops on a variety of topics, all focused on making our voluntarism 

more effective.  An appearance by Congressman Connolly was reassuring, in that the Democratic minority in Washington has not 
forgotten how to stand up and say òNoó to Republican initiatives against the interests of the majority. 
 

Six days later, a contingent of volunteers supported the first gubernatorial debate, featuring Channel 4 News reporter Tom 

Sherwood as Moderator and Channel 4 as primary broadcaster of the hour long debate. Supporters for both Lieutenant 
Governor Ralph Northam and Tom Perriello filled the auditorium to capacity at Lanier Middle School for a spirited 

exchange.  Volunteers cheered outside the school for their favorites, steered the attendees into waiting lines until the doors 
opened, checked in more than 400 participants, and ushered the eager supporters to their seats  
 

The first annual Jefferson-Obama Dinner was a smashing success, with a separate article giving more thorough coverage 
elsewhere in this issue. Suffice this Report to note that four of the five statewide elected officials attended: Senator Kaine, 

Governor McAuliffe (accompanied by First Lady Dorothy McAuliffe), Lieutenant Governor Northam and Attorney General 
Herring. In addition, Congressmen Beyer and Connolly attended, and the Keynote Speaker, Khizr Khan, who gained national 

recognition with his speech at the Democratic National Convention last July. Both candidates for Governor in 2017, Ralph 
Northam and Tom Perriello, closed out the speaker program along with Delegate Rip Sullivanõs recap of state House of Delegate 

races. In addition to the unionized service personnel employed by the Sheraton Premiere Hotel, an army of FCDC volunteers was 
needed to execute the dinner behind the scenes. And in addition to raising funds, the dinner was our annual event to recognize 

the contributions of many committee volunteers. 
 

Our greatness derives from the work of our volunteers, often serving without notice, without recognition, and always without 

compensation. Without volunteers, we would be insignificant.  With them, we are not only the largest local Democratic 
Committee in Virginia, but also the most effective.  We appreciate all of our volunteers, and we are grateful for all that you do. 

 
 

Democratically yours [#Resist], 
Sue Langley, Chair, Fairfax County Democratic Committee  
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FAIRFAX COUNTY DEMOCRATIC 

PRIMARY CANDIDATES   

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY, JUNE 13 
The Democrat has obtained exclusive statements from all primary candidates in Fairfax 

County and is pleased to present them so that voters can make an informed choice. We 

have a set of diverse, capable and experienced candidates. See for yourself. 

 

Governor  
 

RALPH NORTHAM 
ralphnortham.com 
 

Ralph Northam is running for governor because he wants every child in 

Virginia to enjoy the same advantages he had growing up on the Eastern 

Shore. That means building a Virginia that works for everyoneτno 

ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦǊƻƳΦ 

  
Ralph grew up on the Eastern Shore before attending the Virginia 

Military Institute. After graduating, he attended Eastern Virginia Medical School and served eight years active duty in the United 
States Army. Upon his return from treating soldiers injured in the Gulf War, Ralph began practicing pediatric neurology at 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎϥǎ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ bƻǊŦƻƭƪΦ wŀƭǇƘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ volunteer medical director 
for Edmarc Hospice for Children in Portsmouth. 

As a state senator from 2008-2013, Ralph made many major legislative accomplishments, including prohibiting smoking in 
ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎΣ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊe, and improving the health of the Chesapeake Bay. 

Elected lieutenant governor in 2013, Ralph has worked hard to make progress every day in Virginia. His top priorities have been 
economic development, strengthening early childhood education, implementing meaningful mental health reform, protecting 
women's healthcare access, fighting for commonsense gun reform, and carefully stewarding the commonwealth's 
environmental resources. 

Ralph lives in Norfolk with his wife Pam, a long-time elementary school teacher who currently works for the local conservation 
organization Lynnhaven River NOW. They have two children: Wes, a neurosurgical resident at the University of North Carolina, 
and Aubrey, a graduate of the University of Virginia, who works in communications in Hampton Roads. 

 

TOM PERRIELLO 
tomforvirginia.com 

Tom Perriello is running for governor to create a stronger, more 
inclusive Virginia ς so people from all walks of life have an equal 
opportunity to succeed.  
 
Born and raised in Charlottesville, Tom has a track record of results 
fighting corruption and expanding economic fairness in conflict zones 

http://ralphnortham.com/
http://www.tomforvirginia.com/
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abroad and in communities back home.  
 
!ǎ ŀ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ǊŜŘ-leaning 5th District, Tom stuck to his convictions and stood with President Obama. His 
votes for progressive legislation like the Affordable Care Act ς which made coverage available to 49,000 residents of his district 
ς cost Tom his seat in 2010.  
 
After Congress, Tom continued to fight for wƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴƛƴƎ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ Ǝǳƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
rights, and racial reconciliation at the Center for American Progress and the State Department.  
 
Through all of his experiences abroad, Virginia has always remained home for Tom. Virginia gave his family a shot at achieving 
the American dream ς and Tom is fighting to make that dream attainable for all Virginia families.  
 
Tom is the first major statewide candidate to run on a platform that includes a $15 an hour living wage, two years of debt-free 
community college, and a refusal to accept contributions from state-regulated utilities like Dominion.  
 
¢ƻƳ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ƘŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜΦ !ǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΣ 
ƘŜΩƭƭ focus on growing an inclusive economy, expanding health care and reproductive health services, and providing educational 
opportunities for every Virginian.  
 

Lt . Governor   
 

JUSTIN FAIRFAX 
fairfaxforlg.com 

 
Justin Fairfax is the bold, visionary leader Virginia needs right now. Facing new threats to our 
Virginia values coming from Washington, people need an advocate on the highest level to 
ŎƻƳōŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳƳǇ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎΦ WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ of economic 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƻ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƛƴǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΦ 
 
Growing up in inner city Washington, DC and being raised by a single mother Justin knows 
how important it is to have access to capital and resources-- and he wants other people to 
have that opportunity as well. On June 13th, Virginia will be faced with a choice: do we 
continue down the same old path or do we push forward into a bright future?  
 
The next administration to serve the Commonwealth will face redistricting, responding to climate change, voting rights, criminal 
justice reform and countless other issues that will impact Virginia for generations to come. We need new ideas and a leader 
that can take us into tomorrow. Justin Fairfax is that leader.  Vote Justin Fairfax for the next Lieutenant Governor of Virginia on 
June 13th 
 

SUSAN PLATT 
susanplattforva.com 

Thank you to Fairfax County Democrats for all your hard work over many years in turning us 
into a solidly blue county and delivering big margins for our candidates. My husband Ron, 
our five dogs, and I are proud to call Fairfax County home. 

For years, I worked behind the scenes in politics and in business. I worked for good people 
like Chuck Robb, Don Beyer, and Joe Biden, and I started two organizations to train women 
candidates. After the election on November 8, I knew it was time to step up and run for 

office myself. 

http://www.fairfaxforlg.com/
http://www.susanplattforva.com/
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I am running for lieutenant governor to be an advocate for women, children, and families in the Commonwealth. Our 
Democratic values are under attack every day by the bully that sits in the Oval Office. 

²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘϥǎ ¢ǊǳƳǇŎŀǊŜΣ ƘŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ōŀƴǎΣ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ Ŏǳǘǎ ǘƻ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƧƻōǎΣ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ ¢ǊǳƳǇΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛes 
and our way of life. We must send leaders to Richmond who will fight tirelessly against his agenda.  

Too many families across the Commonwealth are also struggling from addiction and mental health challenges. I have 
experienced these challenges up close, losing mȅ ƻǿƴ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŘŘƛŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ /ŀōƛƴŜǘ-
ƭŜǾŜƭ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ƻŦŦ ǘǊŀŎƪΦ 

Virginia has had 40 lieutenant governors: six Johns, four Jameses, two Roberts, and one L. Douglas, but no Mary, Louise, or 
Susans. Help me become the first Susan. 

 

GENE ROSSI 
generossi.com 

Gene Rossi is a father, husband and former twenty-seven-year career federal prosecutor, 
and lifelong Democrat who is running for Lieutenant Governor of Virginia.  

When Gene was ten, his father passed away very suddenly--leaving his mother (Alma 
Gerolami Rossi) to raise Gene and his three older brothers. For more than fifteen years, 
Gene worked alongside his brothers in the family business as a machinist, forklift operator, 
truck driver, and plant manager. 

 After getting a second chance from a Jesuit priest at Fairfield University, he went on to earn law degrees from American (J.D.) 
and Georgetown (LL.M.) Universities, and went on to work for nearly 27 years as a federal prosecutor in Virginia, including 
leading the prosecutions of Virginia-based nationally renowned chronic pain doctor--who intentionally prescribed 1,200 
oxycodone pills daily to just one patiŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ά/ƻǘǘƻƴ /ŀƴŘȅέ--the largest investigation of prescription pill 
trafficking (over 235 convictions) in United States history. 

 In addition, he is a trial advocacy instructor at Harvard Law School, a legal writing adjunct at American University Law School, 
and has taught criminal procedure at George Mason University. Gene also serves on the board of Friends of Guest House--an 
Alexandria-based reentry program that helps 100 Northern Virginia women transition from confinement to community.  

Gene has a passion for basketball, as an All-State player in high school and still runs a local adult basketball league.  He and his 
family live in Alexandria. 

Attorney General  
 

MARK HERRING 
herringforag.com 
Mark Herring was raised by a single mother in Loudoun County, Virginia. She instilled  

in him that when you see a problem in your community, you have an obligation to try and fix 

it. He worked construction and other jobs in order to help pay for college. And he's  

never forgotten where he came from, which is why he works every single day to make our 

families and communities safer. Read more about MarkΩǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ on page 12 of this 

publication.  

http://www.generossi.com/
https://herringforag.com/
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Delegate District 42  

 
TILLY BLANDING 
tillyfordelegate.org 

I have been a fighter all of my life. Growing up in the Jim Crow segregated south during 
the Civil Rights movement shaped the person I am today. One day while picketing stores 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘƛǊŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΣ ŀ white man pulled a loaded gun on me. I was only 
13, and I made the choice to go right back out on the picket line.  
 
I knew then that we could not back down from the bullies sent to intimidate us ς the 
same type of bullying that is happening today in Washington. 
 
I have been fighting my entire life for what is right, and I plan to continue that fight down 

in Richmond. All politics is local, and as a social worker for 29 years with Fairfax County, I know firsthand the challenges our 
community is facing. RichmƻƴŘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ 
 
Over the past few months, I have been honored to receive the endorsements of Congressman Gerry Connolly, Chairman Sharon 
Bulova, and my union ς all because of the work I have done in the community for over three decades. I want to go to Richmond 
so that together we can change our Commonwealth for the better. I will fight for Medicaid expansion, stand up to cuts against 
Planned Parenthood, create opportunity for all by growing our economy, and invest in our infrastructure and transportation.  
Visit TillyforDelegate.org for more information, and I ask for your support on June 13th. 

 

KATHY TRAN 
kathyfordelegate.com 

Kathy Tran and her family fled Vietnam as refugees before she was seven months old. 
They risked everything to come to America because this country has always represented 
ƘƻǇŜΣ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΦ bƻǿΣ YŀǘƘȅΩǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ IƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
Delegates because sƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ōȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ ¢ǊǳƳǇ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ 
Republicans dismantle the ideals that brought her family here. 
 

Kathy has devoted her career to fighting for working families. During her 12 years at the 
U.S. Department of Labor, she worked to draft and implement legislation and build 
programs that helped expand pathways to prosperity for millions of workers and jobseekers every year. Kathy went on to work 
at the National Immigration Forum, where she advocated for immigrants in the workforce. As a mom of four and president of 
her local PTA, she is deeply committed to investing in our schools to ensure all of our kids receive the world-class education 
they deserve.  
 

Kathy will never back down from fighting for our common progressive values, like defeƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜΣ 
expanding Medicaid, advancing common-sense gun violence prevention measures, and protecting our environment. If elected, 
she will work to advance a positive Democratic vision for the future: by investing in our public education system, fully funding 
our transportation infrastructure, and growing our economy. 

 

 

 

http://tillyfordelegate.org/
https://www.kathyfordelegate.com/
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Delegate District 67  

JOHN CAREY 
johncareyfordelegate.com 

I was born in Bangalore, India, where my twin brother and I were adopted by a former 
Peace Corps volunteer from Maine. My father was a single parent who worked for CARE for 
nearly 30 years. And I am the only life-long Democrat running in this race with a proven 
track record of results for issues that we care about. 
 
LΩǾŜ ƳƻōƛƭƛȊŜŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ tŜƻǇƭŜ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ²ŀȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊƳƛƴŜ 
our public schools with voucher programs; opposed efforts to undermine a woman's right 
to make decisions about her own body by working with allies in Richmond to fight against 

legislation that would set us back; and helped to create the Election Protection program in Virginia, which increased turnout for 
a special election and informed voters about their rights. The program has since gone national with hundreds of volunteers. 
 
LΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ±ƻǘŜǎΣ ǎƻ ƻǳǊ ōǊƻŀŘ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŀƭƭƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊΤ ǊŀƭƭƛŜŘ ǎǳpport 
for the passage of the Affordable Care Act by organizing grassroots actions in key targeted states and generating media 
coverage for voices in support of expanded health coverage; and helped to ensure that the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau has teeth to protect consumers from predatory lending by coordinating constituency phone calls and emails to 
members of Congress demanding accountability for the Great Recession and providing a counterweight to Wall Street lobbyists 
in media coverage. As Delegate, my priorities would be fair lending practices, paid family leave, and expanding Medicaid. 
 

KARRIE DELANEY 
karriedelaney.com 

Karrie Delaney is running to represent the people of ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ стǘƘ IƻǳǎŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦ  Karrie 
started her career working at a group home for foster children - an experience that opened 
her eyes in many ways, including a lesson in how policy decisions can either serve or fail 
our most vulnerable. Later, as a crisis counselor, Karrie stood by women who were 
assaulted and employed community engagement to raise awareness of the abuse of 
women around the world. When Karrie became a mother, she turned her focus towards 
local issues as Gov. McAuliffe's appointee to the Virginia Commission on Youth, as well as 
former Chair of Fairfax County Citizens Corps Council and the current Chair of Fairfax County Library Board of Trustees.  
 
She lives in Chantilly with her husband, Patrick, and their two children. 
 

HANNAH RISHEQ 
hannahfordelegate.com 

On November 8th, 2016, I was one of the lucky few to be invited to the stage at Hillary 
/ƭƛƴǘƻƴΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǇŀǊǘȅΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ƘŀǘŜ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
the election, I continuously found myself asking άǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L Řƻ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪΚέ The answer: 
effect change from within. With that mindset, I decided to stand up as a candidate for VA 
стΩǎ 5ŜƭŜƎŀǘŜ ǎŜŀǘΦ 
 
My family and I have seen this kind of hate before. Growing up in North Carolina as the 
daughter of a Muslim father and a Jewish mother, we faced threats from the Ku Klux Klan 

and discrimination from neighbors. 

https://www.johncareyfordelegate.com/
http://www.karriedelaney.com/home
https://www.hannahfordelegate.com/
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EARLY   VOTING  

Gives Fairfax Dems a Big Bump 

That changed when we moved to Northern Virginia, where we joined a diverse, accepting community. Now, with the rise of 
nationalism and hate rallies, like the one in Charlottesville, I know our community is under threat. In the Virginia House of 
Delegates, representatives are not fighting back. They are working to limit the rights of women, immigrants, and the LGBT 
community while completely ignoring the real issues facing Virginia families.  I am stepping up to make sure all voices are heard  
and represented in Richmond.  
 
People are ready for a new generation of politicians and it shows. My campaign has the momentum ς and has been covered 
nationally in Time, HuffPost, Fusion, and more.  Please join and support the movement to brinƎ ŦǊŜǎƘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ 
ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛƴǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊƳǎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻƎŜǘher. 
 

By Janice Yohai 

Does early voting boost Democratic 
ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘΚ ¸ƻǳ ōŜǘΗ .ǳǘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ allow 
άŜŀǊƭȅ ǾƻǘƛƴƎέ ǇŜǊ ǎŜΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ 
ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜ άŀōǎŜƴǘŜŜΣ ƛƴ-ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣέ ŀ 
confusing oxymoron.   
 
No wonder early voting is poorly understood 
ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǎǎƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƭƭ ƛǘ άǘƘŜ 
ōŜǎǘ ƪŜǇǘ ǎŜŎǊŜǘέ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΦ  

C/5/Ωǎ ±ƻǘŜǊ wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘion & Education 
Committee (VR&EC) saw the huge potential 
for boosting Democratic turnout by showing 
individual voters how easy it is to qualify to 
vote early.  

In 2016, we engaged close to 40,000 voters 
one-on-one on voting basics, with gripcards 
and flyers, including in Spanish. RESULTS?  
Early voting in-person jumped 44% in Fairfax 
County over the 2012 Presidential.  

Fairfax turnout reached a record 82.5% in 
2016, but historically, turnout falls to half 
that amount in non-Presidential years (and 
Democrat voters fall off in greater numbers 
than RŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴǎύΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ C/5/ ƎǊƛǇŎŀǊŘ 
has added the importance of voting in every 
election as a new voter education priority.  

When we vote, we win. 

For more information or to support our 
proven voter education/early voting 
campaign, e-Ƴŀƛƭ WŀƴƛŎŜ ¸ƻƘŀƛΣ C/5/Ωǎ ±ƛŎŜ 
Chair for VR&E: jayohai@cox.net or visit 
www.fairfaxdemocrats.org/voting. 


