Honest Elections and the Electoral College (2016 Republican Platform)
We oppose the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact and any other scheme to abolish or
distort the procedures of the Electoral College. An unconstitutional effort to impose National
Popular Vote would be a grave threat to our federal system and a guarantee of corruption, as
every ballot box in every state would offer a chance to steal the presidency. We urge state
legislatures that have voted for this proposal to rescind their approval.
Honest Elections and the Right to Vote Honest elections are the foundation of representative
government. We pledge to protect the voting rights of every citizen, as well as their
rights of conscience when they are harassed or denied a job because of their contributions to a
candidate or a cause. We support state efforts to ensure ballot access for the elderly, the
handicapped, military personnel, and all legitimatevoters. We urge state and local officials to
take all appropriate steps to allow voters to cast their ballots in a timely manner. We are
concerned, however, that some voting procedures may be open to abuse. For this reason, we
support legislation to require proof of citizenship when registering to vote and secure photo
ID when voting. We strongly oppose litigation against states exercising their sovereign
authority to enact such laws.
In addition, to guarantee that everyone’s vote is counted, we urge that electronic voting
systems have a voter-verified paper audit trail. We urge every state to join the Interstate Voter
Registration Cross Check Program to keep voter rolls accurate and to prevent people from
voting in more than one state in the same election. To guard against
foreign involvement in our elections, we call forvigilance regarding online credit card
contributions to candidates and campaigns.
The members of our Armed Forces must not be denied the basic rights that they are defending
for others. Our troops, wherever stationed, must be allowed to vote in a timely manner. We call
upon the entire military chain of command to ensure the voting rights of our citizen soldiers.
The Constitution gives Congress authority
to conduct the decennial census “in such Manner as they shall by Law direct.” In order to
preserve the principle of one person, one vote, we urge our elected representatives to ensure
that citizenship, rather than mere residency, be made the basis for the apportionment of
representatives among the states.

